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WAR RESISTERS IN SESSION 


PEACE NEWS 


Brotherhood : 


Non-Violence : 


This picture shows a general view of the main 

conference session of the War Resisters’ Inter- 

national at its eighth triennial conference held 

at Paris over August holiday weckend. The 

main subject of the conference was “ The Third 
Camp.” 

The chief speeches at the conference will be 


published by Peace News, beginning this week 
with the opening address by A. J. Muste. 


Freedom 


August 13, 1954 


Wear Resisters discuss 


Third 


Camp 


A. J. MUSTE’S OPENING ADDRESS 


TYHE opening address at the Eighth Triennial Conference of the War Resisters’ 
International held in Paris from July 30 to August 2 was delivered by A. J. 
Muste, Secretary Emeritus of the American Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


The Conference was devoted to a consideration of the “ Third Camp” approach to 
international affairs and A. J. Muste’s speech provided the general framework within which 
the succeeding contributions dealt with particular aspects of the conception. 


The dominant political problem in the 
world today, said A. J. Muste, is the polarisa- 
tion of power as between the two great 
Communist and anti-Communist blocs. There 
was no possibility that the problem could be 
solved and the threat to the world removed by 
Cepolarisation taking place within the two 

ocs. 


COEXISTENCE 


This did not preclude the possibility of a 
temporary stabilisation aiming at coexistence 
between the two antagonistic Powers. Such 
stabilisations in the struggle of power politics 
were inevitably temporary. There had seemed 
to be such a stabilisation after the war of 
1914-1918, but it could not last. 


There were many good people who spoke as 
if they believed that if Russia could be elimi- 
nated from the world (or alternatively, if 
the USA could be so eliminated) there would 
no longer be any problem to meet. The fact 
was that history was an account of a succession 
of struggles between different power regimes. 
There was a need for a new creative element in 
international affairs, and those who were 


IRISH UNITED ON 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 
* TTHE ONLY WAY to make sure 


that the H-bomb will not be used is 
to make certain that there will be no war.” 


This was the logical conclusion to which 
Hugh Delargy, MP found himself inevitably 
drawn when speaking to an audience of over 
400 at an H-bomb Protest Meeting at the 
Mayfair Cinema, Belfast on Sunday August 8. 

In praising the part played by the British 
Forcign Secretary at Geneva, he emphasised 
that Britain, no longer a leading power, had, 
nevertheless, a great part to play in leading the 
world back to sanity. 

Two steps that could reasonably be taken by 
the Western powers were, one, to end the 
demand for the re-arming of Germany, and the 
other to recognise the Peoples Government of 
China. 

Among other speakers, Dr. H. Joules, of 
London, a_ specialist in medical industrial 
research, pointed out that two well placed H- 
bombs one on London and one on Manchester 
might well kill ten million people. The rest of 
the nation would be too occupied in dealing 
with those crippled by exposure to radiation to 
be able to carry on a war for long. 

Against such devastation any measure of 
civil defence was futile, and as a Doctor he 
had refused to co-operate with CD so as to 
be free to tell the world of these facts. 
“Fear never spread any enlightenment in 

the world,” said, Peadar O’Donnell, the editor 
of the Dublin literary review “ The Bell,” and 
went on to show the destructive force of 
chronic devastating poverty in the world today, 
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advocating the policy described as the Third 
Camp were seeking to provide this. 


NOT A THIRD FORCE 


There was a possibility of dispute about the 
name. The speaker said he would leave that 
question on one side, merely making clear 
that what was being advocated was not a 
Third Force ; they were not seeking to create 
another power bloc. An attempt to do this 
would not only prove to be impossible but 
was no solution for the problems that had to 
be met. 

Adherents to the Third Camp conception 
were opposed to the military preparations of 
both power blocs; their opposition was not 
only to their military regimes, however, but 
also to their socio-political regimes. 

Militarisms were not mere excrescences 
upon society that could be lopped off, leaving 
society much as before. It was not realistic 
to assume that governments were likely to 
come together in armaments discussions and 
bring them to a successful conclusion because 
they had suddenly awakened, contemplated 
their atomic stockpiles and asked themselves, 

“How did we happen to acquire all this 

junk?” 

It is the character of the socio-economic 
regime that stimulates the trend to war. War 
preparations become integral to the economy, 


@ ON BACK PAGE 


Call to big London 


H-bomb march 


I EAFLETS are being distributed calling 
“4 Londoners out for an H-bomb march to 
Trafalgar Square on Saturday September 4. 


The London Pipe Band will lead marchers 
carrying posters and banners to a mecting in 
the Square organised by Quakers and all the 
British pacifist organisations. 


Speakers, on the theme ‘* Renounce the H- 
bomb,” include two MPs, Emrys Hughes and 
Victor Yates; Stuart Morris, John Hoyland 
and the Rev. Francis Noble. 
will be in the chair. 


After the meeting there will be a Buffet, 
Peace Exhibition and Bookstall in the nearby 
Westminster Friends Meeting House in St. 
Martin’s Lane, followed by an “Any 
Questions ” session there at 7 p.m. The panel 
will include “The Brain of Britain,” D. 
Martin Dakin, winner of the BBC title; the 
Rev. Clifford Macquire, and some of the 
speakers at the Trafalgar Square meeting. 


Peace groups, Co-op, Labour Party and 
Trade Union bodies in London and the Home 
Counties are asked to form contingents to join 
in the march, which will assemble in Endsleigh 
Street, behind Friends House, Euston Road, at 
1.45 p.m. on September 4. 

Coach parties arriving from outside London 
will find parking facilities in the area. 

Leaflets are available from the Standing 
Joint Pacifist Committee and from the Peace 
News Office, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Sybil Morrison | 


Japanese H-Bomb 
Victims 


The Medical Facts 
Page Three 
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RUSSIANS HERE TO STAY 
IN QUAKER HOMES 


“To learn something of each other’s 
way of life” 


By HUGH BROCK 


TT'HEY’VE come! Just before midnight on Monday, after we had almost given 
up hope, six Russians landed at London airport to be the guests of British 


Young Friends (Quakers) for a month. 


Together with five of their Quaker hosts 
and the Editor of The Friend, Bernard Canter, 
I had travelled down to London Airport to 
welcome Evgenii Bugrov, 28, Ivan Vassilyev, 
34, Nikolai Kononov, 29, Viktor Khmara, 39, 
Gelii Chernov, 25, and, the only young woman 
in the group, Oksana Ulrich, to England. 

Their five hosts were Frank Lees, leader and 
interpreter of the British Young Friends team. 
Twenty-three-year-old Oxford graduate of 
Hexham, Northumberland, he has been study- 
ing Russian for some years. 

Also studying Russian, and apparently speak- 
ing it fluently, to the delight of the visitors, 
was Ruth Cannell, 26, of Epsom. 


Barbara Bowman, 31, press officer to the 
Young Friends, a teacher, formerly at West 
China University; Ann Geale, 23, Oxford 
graduate ; and Robert Diamond, 24, of Cam- 
bridge, were the other three. 


All the hosts wore badges on which their 
names had been written phonetically in 
Russian characters ; a gesture which delighted 
their guests. 


Quaker journalist 


barred from U.S. 
DISTINGUISHED Quaker journalist, 
Bjorn Hallstrom, has been refused a 


US visa for the second time. 

He is London editor of the Svenska Morgon- 
bladet, one of Sweden's leading daily news- 
papers, and author of “I believed in Moscow,” 
the book in which he described his “ journey 
from Communism to Christian pacifism.” 

“T applied two years ago for a visa to cover 
the American election campaign,” Bjorn 
Hallstrom told Peace News last week. “It was 
referred to the Attorney-General in Washing- 
ton, because of my Communist past. He 
refused my visa. 

“TI applied last spring for a new visa, in 
order to go to the Evanston Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. I have been 
present at most meetings and conferences of 
the World Council of Churches in different 
countries during the past 10 years. But the 
American authoritics won't let me go to 
Evanston. The Attorney-General has _ not 
granted my application this time either. 

“Some time ago Mr. John Foster Dulles 
instructed the Attorney-General to grant visas 
to delegates for Evanston from behind the 
Iron Curtain. Eleven theologians have, by now, 
arrived in America from those countries. But 
they did not want to take the risk of admit- 
ting a Christian pacifist from Western Europe.” 

FOOTNOTE: Tom Wardle of Peace News 
staff was recently refused a visa to lecture in 
the USA for American Quakers. 


A 


© Bar-bar-a Bow-man?™ spelled out Nikolai 
Kononov as he smilingly introduced himself. 


The happy informality of the meeting at the 
airport—no embassy officials, no immigration 
officers—had the character of friends welcom- 
ing returning holiday makers. 


Luggage was stowed into the boots of the 
three cars and laughing and talking the new 
found friends started off on their month of 
“getting to know something of each other's 
way of life.” 

Members of the main Soviet youth organi- 
sations, the Russians will tour Britain with a 
team of Young Friends. followed by a week in 
the country and a week in London. 

The Young Friends hope that learning some- 
thing of each others way of life will contribute 
to understanding and peace. 

They wish their guests to see how belief in 
God affects their outlook, showing them a 
Christian church in action with its own 
approach to social and other problems. 

“The Russians themselves are looking upon 
the visit as an opportunity to see the Quaker 
youth movement” one of the Young Friends, 
Barbara Bowman, told me as we waited at the 
airport. “‘ Friends are glad of this emphasis on 
people rather than places.” 

The Russians, who are not members of 
religious bodies, will meet Quakers in the 
towns they visit, will attend Meetings for 
Worship, and will stay in Quaker homes ; they 
will also visit the Young Friends’ National 
Conference at Sidcot. 

Visits to factories, universities, schools, 
housing estates, a voluntary work camp, and to 
the Lake District are included in the pro- 
gramme. 

Other Young Friends who will form the 
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New Yorkers’ repentance 
demonstration for 
Hiroshima A-bomb 


A GROUP of poster paraders representing 
r the Catholic Worker movement, Peace- 
makers and the War Resisters League last week 
demonstrated outside the office of the Japanese 
Consul General in New York. 

They bore placards expressing repentance 
for the recent Hydrogen Bomb tests in which 
Japanese fishermen were injured by radio- 
activity. They also presented to the Consul 
General a message for delivery to the people of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Recalling the atomic bombing of those two 
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RUSSIANS LOOK AT LONDON 


Six young Russians take their first look at Britain—see article above. 
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JAPANESE H-BOMB VICTIMS 


The medical facts 
By ICHIRO TAKENAKA, MA 


Ichiro Takenaka’s last report on the 23 Japanese fishermen injured im the Bikini 
H-bomb test appeared in Peace News on April 30 and was widely quoted in Britain. 
He has now obtained fuller information about their injuries. 


HE 23 fishermen have been in the Tokio University Hospital and the Tokio First 
National Hospital since March 23. It goes without saying that the disease 
from which they are suffering is “ Radiation Sickness ” caused by radioactive dust. 


DUST FROM BIKINI 


One of the 23 Japanese fishermen, crew of the 
Fukuryu Maru, affected by the H-bomb test in 
the Marshall Islands in March. Dust from the 
explosion fell on him and he has developed 
“ Radiation Sickness.” The fishermen were 
about as far from the explosion as Coventry is 
from London. Top: In early April. Bottom: 
The same fisherman one month later. 


Their conditions differ in degree, but the 
more serious cases among them do not warrant 
optimism. Recently, through the courtesy of 
the Hospital Authorities and the A-bomb 
Injuries Investigation Committee in Japan, I 
received a full account of their condition. 


“Radiation Sickness” is a systemic 
disease, and the chief damage is caused in 
the internal organs, particularly the haemato- 
poietic, or blood forming, system. A peculi- 
arity of this disease is that the general 
condition of the patient does not appear 
outwardly so bad. However, according to 
cases seen at Hiroshima and Nagasaki the 
condition deteriorates several weeks after 
being injured (or, according to circumstances, 
a few years later), and subsequently the 
patient may die. 


The reason why the 23 fishermen are still 
alive is said to be that they are stronger 
physically than most citizens were when the 
atom bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945. In those days the people 
on the home front—women, children and old 
persons mostly—were in poor health from a 
shortage of rations and therefore the death- 
rate had been very high. 


Direct symptoms 


Their direct symptoms have been discernible 
in the decrease of leucocytes, blood platelets 
and erythrocytes in peripheral blood. Accord- 


And then he was gone. . 


A CONSCIENTIOUS objector told the 
Birmingham tribunal recently that it was 
incapable of judging his case. 


The applicant was William Marriott, of 
Hugglescote, near Coalville, Leics. The chair- 
man of the tribunal read his application, in 
which he stated that there was not enough 
toom on the form to say what he felt, so he 
was bringing a longer statement with him. He 
did, however, state that his objection was based 
on commonsense and humanitarian grounds, 
and that he would rather go to prison than 
into the forces. This ended the statement. 


William Marriott then said that, after hear- 
ing the cases that afternoon, he had come to 
the conclusion that “this tribunal is not suf- 
ficiently impartial or unbiassed to judge my 
case.” Before the tribunal could recover from 
this blow he was gone. 


News from the Midlands 


The North and East Midlands Area of the 
Peace Pledge Union now issue a news letter, 
published from 123 Pear Tree St., Derby. 


23 
23 O 
FREE OF TAX 


THE ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY is 
a vigorous and thriving 
society, with substantial 
reserves and share capital 
exceeding One Million 
Pounds. Its ‘Guide for 
investors’’ will be sent 
post free on request. 


INTEREST FROM DAY OF INVESTMENT 
PROMPT AND EASY WITHDRAWAL 
NO DEPRECIATION OF CAPITAL 


ST. PANCRAS) 


BUILDING SOCIETY 
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ing to the report of the A-bomb Injuries 
Investigation Committee, these are as follows: 


1. The number of leucocytes (white blood cells) 
of all the patients have decreased in various 
degrees and this tendency has become 
apparent after their admission to our 
hospitals. The decrease has been more 
evident in a few cases, the number of 
leucocytes being somewhere about 1,000 (in 
one cub. mm., and this is to apply in the 
following paragraphs. Normal conditions: 
6,000-8,000). 


2. All the patients have shown a decrease of 
blood platelets (blood cells concerned with 
the normal clotting of the blood), too, and 
in the above few cases these showed 10,000- 
30,000 level continuously for some time. 
(Normal conditions—200,000). 


3. Erythrocytes (red blood cells) also tended to 
decrease, but this could be prevented by 
blood transfusion before the decrease was 
considerable. 


The peripheral blood condition mentioned 
above is, of course, due to haematopoietic 
disturbance in the bone marrow, and the 
decrease of marrow cells tested by marrow 
puncture is discernible in almost all cases 
and in the more serious cases cells remained 
at the 10,000 level, and a few of them show 
no increase yet. A microscopic examination 
shows a decrease of parenchymal cells and, 
more precisely, erythroblasts (mother cells of 
erythrocytes) and myelocytes (mother cells of 
granulocytes) have decreased extremely and 
almost no megakaryocytes (the mother cell 
of blood platelets) can be found. In con- 
trast to the above, plasma cells, lymphoid 
cells and other reticulum cells remain and 
proliferate normally. 


Accordingly, the disease is diagnosed from 
the haematological point of view as acute or 
subacute panmyelophthisis. In many instances 
the cause of panmyelophthisis is unknown, and 
in such a case the prognosis is absolutely 
unfavourable, and it is common knowledge 
medically that hope of recovery can be held 
only for some cases among those as have a 
known aetiology, for instance, by radioactive 
substances, 


The vital point is whether the present cases 
come under the category of such curable cases 
as mentioned above. It is, therefore, a less 
important matter at the moment whether the 
disease of the patients has been caused by 
external irradiation or by internal irradiation 
of radioactive substances remaining in the 
body in addition to the external cause. The 
medical report concludes by saying: 


“ Anyway, our urgent need it to do every- 
thing in our power to improve the present 


‘* H-bomb-doesn’t-matter ” 
Bishop rebuked 


The Bishop of Rochester (Naval Dockyard 
town in Kent), has been rebuked in the 
local press for a statement he made recently on 
the H-bomb. 


The Bishop, Dr. Chavasse, had said that the 
first duty of the Church towards the H-bomb 
was to be unconcerned and unafraid. Christ- 
ians were concerned with eternity and what 
happened in this world did not matter much. 


Henry V. Wood, of Barnetts Road, Leigh, 
wrote to his local newspaper : 


“There used to be an idea abroad in 
Christendom that what one did here mattered 
a good deal in Eternity—that what was sown 
is reaped. 


“Some Christians have in times past, taken 
a lead in particular reforms: the abolition of 


slavery, and relief of poverty. Is nothing to be 
done about Hydrogen Bombs and War ? 


“Some Christians like Donald Soper feel 
that it matters a good deal, and are saying 80.” 


conditions of the patients. If the radioac- 

livity remaining in the body is small in 

doses it is a most fortunate thing promising 
favourable prognosis.” 

This is a general outline of the condition of 
a patient. However, despite all efforts by the 
hospital authorities, the numbers of leucocytes 
and blood platelets in peripheral blood and 
marrow cells did not increase easily, and as 
to the general condition, feyer has been up to 
102.2 degrees F, and they showed at times 
haemorrhagic tendencies in the form of nose 
bleeds, bleeding from the gums, under the skin, 
etc., giving us worries all the time. 

Besides their external injuries, there were 
noticeable at the outset a loss of hair, derma- 
titis, skin ulcers, pustules, blisters and necrosis 
on the head and the upper part of the body, 
but the patients are now recovering from them 
gradually as a result of treatment. Yet, some of 
them still have loss of hair of considerable 
extent on the head and also some other 
damage. 
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THE RIGHT SPIRIT 


Peace News readers generally 
are not in the top income 
brackets, Their loyal support 
for the PN Fund is thus all the 
more appreciated. 

A friend from Wolverhamp- 
ton writes: “An unexpected 
gift has come my way and | 
gladly send a portion towards 
the mewspaper I appreciate 
above all others. It would be 
a sad thing if the work had to cease for lack 
of funds and I cannot believe its supporters 
would allow that to happen.” 


Nor can we, not while its supporters show 
that spirit. 


There is every reason to believe that more and 
more people are today ready for the message 
that Peace News brings, the message of an 
alternative to despair or suicide. Campaigns 
to promote its circulation now are likely to meet 
with better response than in the years since the 
war. One of the best ways to attract and maintain 
new readers is to keep the paper up to scratch 
with its news coverage and its pictures, and as 
soon as possible, to increase its size. All that 
costs money, lots of money. 


Have you had any unexpected gifts lately ? 


TOM WARDLE, 
Contributions since July 30: £25 16s. 6d. 
Total since January 1, 1954: £953 14s. 8d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Peace News Ltd. and address them to 
Vera Brittain, Treasurer, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


THE H-BOMB CAMPAIGN 


Beware of paralysis 
—CANON HARMAN 


"EHE evil of war had now worked itself 

to a climax and the H-bomb was a 
portent of its own nemesis, explained 
Canon C. F. Harman (Swindon), speaking 
at a meeting in Yeovil (Somerset), 
organised by the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation recently. 


Canon Harman pointed out that the H-bomb 
had produced. disturbance in every department 
of society. It troubled the peasant and the 
poet ; it disturbed the scientist and the simple- 
ton; it shocked the crude as well as the 
cultured and had indeed shaken world foun- 
dations. 


It was the inevitable outcome of the evolu- 
tion of war itself, he said, and it was also the 
nemesis of war because it was inevitable that 
all forms of evil should carry within them- 
selves their destruction. 


War had become. like other things, 
absolutely totalitarian and to have a war now 
without using the H-bomb would be quite 
unthinkable, he argued. People were now 
becoming fatalistic about it. They had got 
over the initial schock and said ‘“‘ Well, what 
can we do about it—let’s eat, drink and be 
merry, for tomorrow we die.” This was fatal ; 
it would paralyse the people and stop them 
getting to grips with the problem. They would 
become easy victims of anything the politicians 
or militarists wanted to do. 


Every invention, he said, had been both a 
bane and a boon because we had in us the 
angel and the devil, the divine and the sub- 
human. Nuclear fission in the hands of decent 
people with a proper sense of responsibility 
towards others, could be an inestimable boon 
and solve many problems. It could help lift 
the grinding load under which so many of 
God’s children had to live. 


Misapplied at the outset, the discovery of 
nuclear fission had warned us of its destruc- 
tive and degrading possibilities, but it was 
not true to say that we must either have 
another Hiroshima or another Belsen. The 
whole situation’ had been complicated and 
confused by this type of reasoning. Love was 
a power and a driving force and it was with 
the reality and depth of Christianity with 
which they had to face the challenge of the 
bomb and Communism, 


Canon Harman also thought that one of the 
best ways of unravelling the difficulties and of 
setting them into proper perspective was by 
people travelling between the different coun- 
tries. He had been to Hungary for a fortnight 
and said the doors were open and everyone 
who had the chance should go to see the 
Communist way of life for themselves. 


Early this year Canon Harman was refused 
the living of East Harptree by the Duchy of 
Cornwall! because of his pacifist views. 


The Canon is a governing member of the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 


Spiritualists differ 


At the Blackpool Conference of the Spiritu- 

alists’ National Union a resolution was 
discussed dealing with the H-bomb and other 
atomic wedpons. 


The resolution declared in favour of inter- 
national control of atomic energy; research 
for peaceful uses; reduction and control of 
armaments with a view to their final -aboli- 
tion; and the strengthening of “ collective 
peace” through UNO. 


There was a difference of view in the Con- 
ference on Clause I, which, as moved by Dr. 
John Winning held that the Government 
should stop all further experiments with atomic 
weapons and ban their use. This clause was 
withdrawn, however, and another substituted 
which urged-the Government to confine atomic 
experiments to industriaf-use. ~ ~~--- ss 


BIRMINGHAM SENDS 
A DEPUTATION 


A DEPUTATION from the Birmingham 

Peace Council visited the House of Com- 
mons recently to meet Midland MPs and 
express their concern over the situation created 
by the H-bomb and the proposals to rearm 
Western Germany. 


Dr. Richard Ullman, a Quaker member of 
the deputation said that there was ample 
evidence that the majority of Germans would 
not press for early rearmament of their country 
if they were convinced that sincere efforts were 
being made to reunify Germany and avoid a 
situation which would make it a battlefield. 


Speaking on the problem presented by the 
Hydrogen Bomb, Dr. John Fremlin, author of 
a recent Peace News article on the subject, said 
that the Council believed that the over-riding 
requirement of British policy was that atomic 
war must be avoided. The Council asked that 
Britain should declare that in no case would 
she be the first country to use such weapons 
of mass destruction, nor permit the use or 
facilities of her territory for such first use. 


International agreement by stages wes recom- 
mended by the Council starting with an agree- 
ment that no further experiments with atomic 
weapons should be carried out. 


_ The Birmingham Peace Council, which 
includes the Birmingham branches of the Peace 
Pledge Union and the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, is a section of the National Peace 
Council. 


NEW ZEALAND TOLD— 


‘‘Train more scientists 
for war ”’ 


TPRAIN more scientists, whatever they learn 
will be useful for war. This was the gist 
of a broadcast made in New Zealand earlier 
this year by the chief of Britain’s Naval 
Scientific Service, Mr. W. J. R. Cook. 


Mr. Cook said that every war brought new 
weapons and devices and new counter-measures 
to old weapons. Most though not all, of these 
devices were the result of years of research in 
the period between the two great wars. They 
would not have been available had not 
research been done in peacetime. Everyone 
hoped that the period of peace might be jong, 
but it was true that the longer the period the 
more certain it became that the weapons and 
devices of the last war would not win the next. 


Warfare had become increasingly technical, 
advances increasingly rapid, and it had become 
increasingly easy to be left behind. 


“To prepare our defence we have to make 
the utmost demand on science and industry, 
and also have to have men of the highest 
calibre,” he said. 


After reviewing the work done by the Royal 
Naval Scientific Service, Mr. Cook said that 
the Admiralty was spending some £18,000,000 
on research and development this year. 


“The question that I have asked myself is, 
what can New Zealand do apart from using 
ideas supplied from overseas? 


“My opinion is that you can do more funda- 
mental research in your centres of learming. 
Sooner or later fundamental research in any 
branch of science leads to a defence appli- 
cation.” 


Mr. Cook said that he had discussed current 
researches with the staffs of the university 
colleges at Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin, 
and Auckland, and had been greatly impressed 
by what he had seen and heard. He was even 
more impressed by the great potential of the 
New Zealand centres of learning for advancing 
fundamental knowledge if adequately sup- 
ported, which he hoped would be done. 


“It is certain that the more basic research 
goes on in New Zealand the more defence will 
benefit both here and in the United Kingdom 
which will get some return from our own 


| defence contribution to New Zealand.” 
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CULTURE AND 


RACE 


HEN the Society of Friends (Quakers) holds its con- 
ference on Race Relations it will, undoubtedly, have 

to discuss the psychological origin of racial prejudice ; for 
this is, perhaps, the most difficult and least understood 


aspect of the problem. 


Without attempting anything like a solution (it would be 
impossible in a few hundred words) it might be helpful if I were 
to highlight some of the aspects of this problem and sound a 


warning against too facile judgments. 


If one considers racialism as it manifests itself in South Africa 
one inclines to the view that the case is comparatively simple. 

Here is a minority collectively and individually holding on 
to the positions of privilege and power for economic reasons. 

Every advance by the non-Whites—whether political, eco- 
nomic or social—threatens the inequitable distribution of wealth 
and power in the society and is, therefore, opposed with the 
united will of the White population, irrespective of political 


allegiance. 


The Union’s economy, like that of Rhodesia and East Brice, 
depends upon the supply of cheap, unskilled labour ; politica 
institutions and psychological prejudices unite to uphold this 


economic system. 


Can the elaborate theology of racial hatred, can the 
foundly unscientific mythology of prejudice, can the deep-rooted e 


prto- 


distaste of individuals for other-coloured individuals, can the 


complex rituals of intolerance be explained 
completely in this mechanical way? I rather 
doubt it, although I think the economic 
explanation goes a long way towards explain- 
ing them. 


By Oliver Caldecott 


We must always remember that whereas in 
South Africa a White minority fears a Black 
majority, racialism is equally vicious in many 
places where the oppressed group constitutes a 
minority of the population. Nazi Germany, 
for example, hounded and attempted to exter- 
minate a Jewish minority. 

In such cases the explanation which springs 
to mind is the “scape-goat theory” which, 
put crudely, suggests that, to enable individuals 
and groups to explain away their own 
inadequacies, failures and frustrations, a scape- 
goat has to be found upon whom the blame 
can be placed. So Hitler blamed the Jews for 
Germany’s 1918 collapse and subsequent 
depression; so McCarthy and the American 
majority vent their spleen upon Communist 
sympathisers and liberal movements ; so Russia 
under Stalin purges itself of the “ deviationists 
and crypto-fascists"; so the working class 
maintains a hatred of the capitalists—univers- 
ally, the unsuccessful seek an excuse, a scape- 
goat, to blame and to provide an explanation 
for defeat, misery and disaster. 

Here again, whilst 1 think the theory sound, 
and a valuable pointer to the truth, it raises 
numerous queries. Can one equate hostility to 
a race-group with hostility to a_ political 
group? Can one include all prejudices, con- 
flicts and tensions under one easy sub-heading? 
To do so seems to omit the distinctive quality 
in each of the cases, and leave only a formal 
similarity. 

Racialism is irrational, it is without 
evidence, without reason, without sanity ; anti- 
Communism is, like Communism, part preju- 
dice, part reason, part idealism. 


The human commanity 


Perhaps a theory which goes further than 
those which I have mentitoned—and many 
which I haven't—is the following. 

The human community develops in ever- 
widening rings from the family centre, taking 
in successively new loyalties and obligations— 
the school, the university, the union, the club, 
the county, the party, the church, the nation, 
the race, and above all, manifest in each and 
every one of these, the culture: these are the 
things to which we adhere, from which we 
stem and derive our natures and our outlook. 


“ Belonging,” feeling secure and at home 
within them, we have a base from which to 
look outwards, a centre to which in our many 
activities we are joined by strong and invisible 
chains that restrict us but seem, simultaneously, 
to make us free. Anything which seems to 
intrude upon these over-riding loyalties, any- 
thing which threatens to cut us off from onr 
centre, which makes us feel insecure and 
afraid, anything which challenges our funda- 
mental cultural assumptions by virtue of its 
difference or its deviation, anything, in short, 
which we do not understand, makes us afraid. 

It is this fear which, more than anything 
else, lics at the root of racialism. The ruling 
group in South Africa will fight like tigers to 
maintain its economic advantages, but if the 
threat came from a group within its own 
cultural heritage it would not regard the pros- 
pect of expanded democracy and widened 
opportunity with the nausea that fills it at the 
prospect of racial equality. It would be a 
disaster, but not something inconceivably 
horrible. The Black man, however, is different, 
he intrudes upon the security and self-confi- 
dence of the white group and he arouses a 
hatred which finds its rationalisation in 
theories of racial inferiority; similarly the 


Are you distributing this important pamphiet 
amongst your Labour Party friends? 


GERMAN REARMAMENT 


Facts Labour must not ignore 
By STUART MORRIS 
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Jew in Germany represented a foreign body 
within the cultural unity of Western culture, 
and he was despised and hated because he was 
feared and shrouded in mystery, the mystery of 
language, religion, custom and “ otherness.” 

The present culture conflict in Africa and 
Asia, which manifests itself in various guises 
——as a political struggle to extend democracy, 
as an aspect of the Cold War against Com- 
munism aad as a final effort to overthrow 
colonial oppress{on, a8 a world war of race— 
is frightening both in scale and significance. 
Armed with the “rapons of prejudice and 
nuclear fission both sides constitute a threat to 
the survival of the race (for racialism is a 
disease that is infectious and there are signs 
in the “ Asia for Asians” cry of the Chinese 
Communists that it has spread further than we 
had supposed). 

The pacifist and libertarian movement, the 


Letters to 


Egypt—and Russia 

FRECENT events with regard to Egypt have 
a most important significance for the whole 

East West conflict. 

The British government has frankly 
acknowledged that it bas been compelled to 
change its whole policy, a policy on which our 
fesolute old Prime Minister held extremely 
fully fashioned views, in the space of a few 
months, on account of a wholly new factor 
which has entered world politics, namely the 
hydrogen bomb. 

We found ourselves literally compelled, (so 
the Government spokesman in the House of 
Commons strongly and repeatedly sffirmed), 
because of the H-bomb, to drop trying to 
“argue from strength,” and ‘to try the Christ- 
ian way of friendly and tolerant discussion. 
This was so in spite of the fact that we had 
unlimited and invincible strength at our com- 
mand in the Canal Zone. As soon as the 
H-bomb made us really desire an agreement 
we realised at once that all arguments from 
strength, and all military force, were not 
merely irrelevant but dangerously obstructive 
to our purpose. Moreover, as we took the 
Christian way, under the scourge of this stern 
“Schoolmaster to bring us to Christ” (as St. 
Paul would have said), we found an amazing 
fesponse of friendliness and co-operation 
kindled thereby in the other side, so that a 
seventy years impasse was, swiftly resolved. 

What is sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
gander. What is truth for, relations with Egypt 
is, truth also for relations with Russia. If under 
the H-bomb’s threat of, annihilation we hasten 
to do the Christian thing by. Egypt, must we 
not see to it that, under the same threat, vastly 
more imminent, the way of friendliness be 
tried with Russia also. If this is, to be done, 
then here also all, thought of arguing from 
strength must be dropped. 

Here is the peace-dynamite for us peace 
builders to clear away obstacles. May the 
hydrogen bomb be a “schoolmaster to bring 


us to Christ.” 
JOHN HOYLAND. 
Kentmere, Rednal, Birmingham. 


Neutral bloc 


JN my letter of July 16 I had submitted the 

idea ofthe three foremost and mast power- 
ful western Eusopean: nations, Britain, France 
Germany, forming a neutral bloc which would 
refuse alliance with either America or the 
Soviet Union, or their power politics. 

Mr. F, Turton, (uly 30), suggests that a 
neutral bloc might be.formed to include all 
the other European countries, also. Russia. 


Now it ie contention that my plan is 
simple, because it deals with only three powers. 
It would be far easier and br to achieve 
an pad ee of even an alffance for peace 
and neutrality between Britain, France and 
Germany, than to work for a very much 
larger combination. If Britain, France and 
Germany united for a policy of determined 
neutrality, for peace and, abolishment. of war as 
a political instrument, there would follow two 
immediate results: 


1. American bases in the three countries: men- 
tioned would be abolished, America would 
lose Europe as a rampart, and im fact 
America would: be for to feave Europe. 

2. The Soviet Union would welcome the neu- 
trality pact, her one great. anxiety as to her 
western frontier would go, and there would 
not be the slightest chance of Russian mili- 
tary aggression in Burope. 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN HAITI 


Haitian Jabourers grapple with a huge log 
at the government lumber mill which was set 
up with the help of United Nations technical 
assistance, An expert from the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has been 
at work in the Caribbean Islands since 1951, 
at the government’s request, helping to re- 
organise the Forest Service. The object of 
the forest policy which UN ald is helping to 
carry out is to check soil erosion and assure 
supplies of timber.—Unations. 


movement for a Third Camp, must not allow 
itself to forget that above all it is necessary 
to help mankind into an acceptance of a wider 
cultural unity, an expansion of those loyalties 
which give to man significance for himself. 


This is the real task of reconciliation. 


Only by understanding the real nature of 
racial division and conflict can the task be 
constructively commenced. 


the Editor 


Finally, if this step could be taken, war in 
Europe, anyway would become totally impos- 
sibie. 

But I do think for the purpose of sim- 
plicity and practicability we should stick to the 
neutrality alliance between the Three Great 
Powers. The main point would be achieved. 
A devastating blow would be dealt to present 
day American aggressive war policy, for which 
ultimately the American people would thank 


Europe. 
AUGUSTUS VINCENT. 
45 Witton Place, 
Knightsbridge. 


The German view 

I HAVE recently returned from a holiday 
in Germany where I had the very good 

pleasure of staying in the house of two ex- 

PoWs who were frequent visitors to our home 

during their stay in this country. 


I was eager to discover all I could about 
the new Germany and I learned a good deal. 
The most outstanding were: 


1. The terrible fear most German workers have 
of rearmament—they hate the very idea of 
it. 

2. The fact that the thoughtful element is look- 
ing to this country for a moral lead. 


_One University student put it: ‘“‘We must 
aim at European federation—the day of splen- 
did isolation is over—but the United Kingdom 
must lead us. She stands in the middie of 
the road between the ideology of the USA 
and the USSR, and we are looking to her for 
a definite lead out of world chaos.” 


(Mrs.) FAY M. ASH. 
Allways, Elm Road, 
March, Cambs. 


«sFhe Wages of Fear” 


G INCE the diminution of fear is one of the 
pacifist’s chief concerns, Gwyneth Ander- 

son’s observations on “Wages of Fear,” far 

from cranky, are very much fo the point. 


First the film makes an impact at a deep 
psychological level and is likely to stir up a 
good deal of matter which would best be left 
alone (ander psychological supervision). 


Secondly, extreme fear is a psychological 
State, and its presentation to the general public 
in such«a naked form is .as unwise as the 
general showing of, say, a film in full colour 
of an operation for cancer. 


_ Thirdly, though brilliantly done this makes 
it particularly dangerous) the film is, at base, 
sheer sensationalism, not merely portraying 
fear but creating it. And to create fear is to 
sow the seeds of man’s most destructive emo- 
tion. 

The film should, at least, be shown under 
an X certificate ; better still not shown to the 
general public at all. We are surrounded by 
constant reminders of the dark or negative side 
of man and it is good, up to a point, to recog- 
nise and accept this side of ourselves. 

But our greatest need in all things—includ- 
ing the art of the cinema—is for an affirma- 
tion of the positive. This is true of us all, 
including the intellectually brave ; even more 
so for the young, the sensitive and the vast 
majority lost in the darkness of a fear ridden 


world, 
MONA BENTIN. 
Llangennith, Gower, Glam, 


@ Continued page five 


The Hydrogen 


Bomb and you* 


By George Thomas, HP 


"THE immensity of the problems created by 
the production of the Hydrogen Bomb is 
still impossible of measurement. 


The Home Secretary informs the Commons 
that it means that Civil Defence cannot be 
tackled on an arithmetical basis: the Minister 
of War tells us that it renders the Suez Canal 
Zone useless as a military base. 

Governments all over the world have been 
shaken to their foundations by the sheer horror 
a ue destructive power unleashed on March 1, 

In his pamphlet Bill Warbey MP seeks to 
deal with some of the problems raised. He is 
much more convincing in enumerating the 
problems than he is in offering a solution. 

Having reminded us of the destructive 
qualities of the bomb he continues by quoting 
General Gruenther, Supreme Commander of 
NATO Forces who said on June 8, 1954: 

“Tf a Third World War comes... we 
must and shall use every weapon in our 
arsenal.” 

Warbey is wise enough to see that a solemn 
declaration by us that we would never use 
H-bombs or other weapons of mass destruction 
except in retaliation for their use by other 
countries is not enough. 

Indeed, the only chance we shall ever have 
of using this terrible weapon is if we use it 
first. When we have had hydrogen bombs 
exploded here we would no longer be inter- 
ested in retaliation. Our concern would then 
be in the theological problems of immorality! 

Warbey’s greatest contribution in this pam- 
phlet is that he offers constructive alternatives 
to the present hopeless despair. 

It is a challenging pamphlet. But I still 
believe that the only answer to the hydrogen 
bomb is to be found in the New Testament. 

This is our safest Civil Defence Manual! 


* By W. N. Warbey, MP. Union of Demo- 
cratic Control, 4d. 


STAGE AND SCREEN 


Violence breeds violence 


“(HE Return of Don Camillo,” a Miracle 

Film in French (with English subtitles) 
at the Rialto, Coventry Street, London, con- 
cerns the humorous and moving struggle of a 
militant anti-Communist papist priest, “his 
ears stopped by pride and violence,” and a 
violent Italian Communist mayor who is 
reminded by the priest: “If you kill aren't 
you a murderer? ” The voice of Christ says in 
the film: ‘“ Violence breeds violence.” From 
Enysical disaster in the film emerges brother- 
ood. 


* 


Ludovic Kennedy’s “ Murder Story ” (Cam- 
bridge Theatre) concerns two lads sentenced 
for murder. The killer is a young spiv 
orphaned by war. His unwilling accomplice is 
spoilt by his father and is a childish illiterate 
who at 18 plays with tin soldiers. He is old 
enough to be hanged and conscripted but not 
to vote, to marry without consent, or to serve 
on a jury. 

A_ prison officer indicts the way in which 
condemned prisoners are kept in good physical 
and spiritual condition to be hanged: “If 
that’s not murder, I don’t know what is.” 

Another officer points out the need for 
warders in the death-cell to stifle imagination 
and that half of the convicts are illiterate. He 
adds that capital punishment wouldn’t last if 
all had to witness what happens in the con- 
demned cell and at the exccution. 

The murdered man’s widow says that hang- 
ing his murderer and his accomplice won't do 
any good. 

We learn too in this moving drama, which 
all civilised Londoners should see, that an 
unemployed man who obtains “free” legal 
aid, still has to contribute £150 to his son’s 
defence. 

M 


Nine years after the first atomic bomb was 
exploded in the New Mexican desert, its 
lingering radiation, by unusual mutation, pro- 
duces 8 foot long carnivorous ants which sting 
human beings to death. It seems that a Biblical 
prophecy: “and there shall darkness and 
destruction and beasts shall reign over the 
earth” is about to be fulfilled; since ants are 
the only creatures, apart from man, which make 
war and use slave labour. As from one mating 
a Queen ant can lay eggs for 16 or 17 years, 
US scientists and soldiers have to exterminate 
“Them,” or man as a dominant species will 
be extinct within a year. 

This Warner Brothers film now showing at 
the London Pavilion is terrifying and unfortu- 
nately possible. At the end we are asked a 
pertinent question: “ What happened from all 
the other atom bombs? ” 


RONALD MALLONE. 


WORLD ANNUAL COST 
OF ARMAMENTS 


TT is estimated that the annual expenditure 

throughout the world on armaments 
amounts to £40,000 million a year, and an 
expenditure of only one-tenth of that amount 
would enable assistance to be given to the 
under-developed countries which would help 
to transform the social and economic con- 
ditions of probably two-thirds of the world’s 


population. 

It is interesting in this connection to 
appreciate that, according to the United 
Nations investigators, the average annual 


earnings of the populations in the under- 
developed areas is about £20 a year, and the 
£40,000 million a year to which I have referred 
works out at an average of £20 a year per head 
of the world’s population—Mr. Arthur 
Henderson, House of Commons, July 30, 1954. 


PROTEST AT SLANDERCUS 
POSTER 


Town Hall take it down 


PROMPT action at Leyton (London) by a 

Peace News reader, Mr. David Watson of 
Finchley led to the removal of a slanderous 
poster displayed on the official notice board 
outside the Town Hall. 


The poster portrayed a facsimile front page 
of an imaginary newspaper. In the newspaper 
there were two “news” items. One was an 
account of an enthusiastic Civil Defence Corps. 
The other was an account of the proceedings 
of a fictitious borough council. 


The second “report” began with the dec- 
laration of a councillor that “there is no 
defence against the Hydrogen Bomb.” After 
other short extracts for and against, the 
Council decided to disband their Civil Defence 
and spend the money so saved on building a 
“new greyhound racing stadium.” 


Above the report of the Civil Defence 
activities was the question, “ Are you a loyal 
citizen?” Above that of the fictitious council 
meeting was the alternative query, “Or are 
you a fifth-columnist? ” 


At the bottom of the poster were a few 
lines pointing the moral and urging people to 
join their local CD organisation. 


As soon as possible Mr. Watson telephoned 
the Town Clerk’s office and also wrote a letter 
pointing out that the poster was a libellous 
reflection on the councillors of Coventry and 
Tottenham who had voted for the abolution of 
their Civil Defence organisations. It had been 
publicly recognised by many who opposed the 
actions of these councillors that they had acted 
from the highest motives. 


Following the protest, the notice was taken 
down. Mr. Watson was informed that it had 
been executed on behalf of the local CD 
Committee and was hand-painted. 


LETTERS 


@ From page feur 
Future world state 


M: H. TALBOT (July 30) asks whether there 
is not a single idea behind which Christ- 
ians and non-Christians, pacifists, humanists 
and all good hearted people can rally, which 
will give moral guidance in making decisions. 


The answer is, Yes, there is, That idea is 
the international idea of Communism. There 
is a clear Biblical basis for the Communist 
idea: Book of Ecclesiastes, ‘‘ Moreover, the 
profit of the earth is for all; the King himself 
is served by the field;"” in the Acts of the 
Apostles we read “They had all things in 
common.” 

I am not a Communist, but I will state with- 
out fear of contradiction that the future 
civilisation of the coming world is bound in 
the nature of things, to be a civilisation recog- 
nisably Communist. It will be possible, in this 
future world state, to travel to New York 
overland to Vladivostock, via Moscow, Berlin, 
Paris, Bordeaux, Madrid and Lisbon without 
any passport at all, using the same currency all 
the way. Talbot will find the leaders of the 
international Communist idea in Britain and in 


ther countries. 
% ALISTAIR B, BUCHANAN. 


Lynwood, Brora, County Sutherland, 
N. Scotland. 


Old Testament and Christianity 


WAY. R. FREEMAN (July 23) says rightly 
v that “the past history of the Church is 
not one of which the pacifist could be proud, 
and when the Bible is examined with special 
reference to the Old Testament ...” But the 
Old Testament is pre-Christian. Jesus Christ 
fulfilled the Law in its original form, and 
added to it one great new commandment so 
difficult to obey. 
I. I. BISS. 


33 Stanfield Road, Bournemouth. 


DIARY 


As this is @ free service, we 
reserve the right to select notices for 
publication. We nevertheless desire 
to make it as complete @ service as 
we reasonably can, end therefore 
urge organisers ef events to: 


Saturday, August 14 
LONDON, W.C.11 Night walk fn Kent. 


LONDON, W.C.11 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen Sq. Weekly 


Peace in Tunisia — Why 
not in Kenya? 


By TOM 


M. MENDES-FRANCE has shown the way 
to peace and reconciliation in the French 
colony of Tunisia. 


Within twenty-four hours he obtained the 
support of Tunisian national leaders in form- 
ing a government which will give Tunisia 
internal self-government. This does not amount 
yet to complete independence as foreign policy 
and defence matters will still remain with the 
French Government. 

But by comparison with the situation in 
similar British colonies, it is a revolutionary 
advance. 

Fenner Brockway MP, writing in Tribune 
last week, compared Tunisia with Kenya: 

“In Tunis there is a French settler popula- 
tion entrenched as strongly as the white settlers 
in Kenya,” he says. “I do not wish to stretch 
the similarity too far, because the Tunisian 
population are more developed than the Kenya 
Africans yet, and their leaders are more ex- 
perienced. Nor is the French mentality 
poisoned by the colour-bar. But Mendes- 
France had to contend with the same economic 
and political privileges enjoyed by an occupy- 
ing race. 

“Tunis is on the way to peace. In Malaya 
and Kenya the fighting goes on. Our next 
duty at home is to insist upon an amnesty and 
settlement in these colonies as broad-minded 
as the settlement in Tunis.” ‘ 
Mau Mau are prepared to end fighting 

In a letter to The Times, three MPs, Fenner 
Brockway, Anthony Wedgwood Benn and 
George Craddock, have called for steps to be 
taken to restore peace and goodwill in Kenya 
between all racial groups. 

“The recent negotiations with Mau Mau 
leaders through the instrument of ‘“ General 
China” showed that large numbers of adherents 
of Mau Mau are prepared to lay down their 
arms says the letter. They gathered together 
for this purpose, but unfortunately nearby 
fighting led them to believe that they had been 
trapped, and they dispersed. Some effort should 
be made to restore confidence in the bona 
fides of the Government’s offer. 

“We urge upon the Government that media- 
tion be renewed through persons who would 
have the confidence of the Africans. We 
suggest that the intermediaries should seek to 


BERLIN POSTSCRIPT 


J EAFLETS were circulated in Berlin early 

in June by an unknown “Committee of 
Citizens of Berlin.” This invited Berliners to 
attend a demonstration in the Zehlendorf 
district (in the US sector) when a monument 
would be erected in honour of the Russian 
officers and men who had been executed for 
refusing to fire on German civilians in the 
Berlin riots on June 17 last year. 

Heinz Kraschutzki, Peace News Correspon- 
dent in Berlin, writes to say that there is no 
evidence that any such order was ever given. 
What is true is that the Russians on June 17 
behaved with much restraint. In Berlin the 
soldiers manning Russian tanks, under a shower 
of stones aimed at them by a crowd of youths, 
did not use their guns. 

According to a report coming from West 
German sources seven lorries full of Russian 
soldiers appeared when a crowd of 30,000 tried 
to storm the former Supreme Court. The 
Russians got off their lorries, fired their rifles 
into the air, and then left to the frenzied 
cheers of the crowd. Similar events were 
reported from other towns. 

Heinz Kraschutzki comments that only those 
are entitled to praise those who shrink from 
using violent means who appreciate this on 
both sides; and he concludes “I doubt 
whether the “Committee of Citizens of Berlin” 
would celebrate the action of American officers 
if they were to be executed for refusing to 
fire into a Communist crowd.” 
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contact not only Mau Mau leaders, as in the 
case of the “General China” approaches, but 
some of the leading Africans who are now in 
detention. It is known that a number of these 
would be prepared to co-operate in ending the 
fighting.” 


A warning for the SEATO planners 


(CHESTER BOWLES, former US Ambas- 

sador to India (“ Ambassador's Report "— 
PN April 30) writing in the American 
magazine, World, recently said: 


“We must respect Asia’s independence and 
try to join hands in the positive projects on 
which the Third Camp nations are willing to 
work with us. If we try to make them jump 
through hoops, we shall fail dismally and 
dramatically. At present they will cheerfully 
commit suicide rather than abandon the 
nationalism and the neutralism to which they 
are committed.” 
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STRONG PACIFIST TEAM 
FOR EVANSTON 


CHRIST IAN pacifists will be strongly repre- 
’ sented in the British delegation which will 
attend the Second Meeting of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in Evanston, USA. 

Dr. Donald Soper, Dr. Eric Baker and the 
Rev. E. C. Urwin will be among representatives 
from the Methodist Church. 

Other pacifists attending are Rev. John For- 
rester Paton (United Free Churches of Scot- 
land), Rev. J. T. Davies (Welsh Presbyterian), 
Dr. L. G. Champion (Bristol Baptist College). 

Percy Bartlett, Secretary of the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, has been invited 
to attend by the Faith and Order Committee 
of the World Council. 


UNANIMOUS 


RARE event in United Nations circles, 
unanimity, was achieved recently when the 
Economic and Social Council considered a 
proposal for calendar reform. 

The Indian delegate introduced a _ resolu- 
tion that a document on the subject should be 
circulated to all governments, members and 
non-members of UN. 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 


A 


sa 


OUT AND ABOUT FOR PEACE 


CATFORD (Lon- 
don): The Rev. 
G. E, Hudson, who 
called the H-bomb 
“man’s blasphemy 
of the Creator” 
has had a coloured 
poster showing 
cities crumbling 
under its blast put 
up outside his 
church, St. Laur- 
ence’s. 


PINNER (Lon- 
don): The Harrow 
Observer reported 
a poster parade 
against the H- 
bomb organised 
and carried out by 
local pacifists. Pas- 
sers-by and shop- 
pers displayed such 
interest that the 
paraders are plan- 
ning a_ further 
demonstration later 
in the year, 


* 


AUCKLAND (Co. 
Durham) : The 
local newspaper, 
The Auckland 
Chronicle printed 
a full report of a 
Christian pacifist 
address given in 
the open air at 
nearby ‘Ferryhill 
Market Place re- 
cently. Methodist 
minister Kenneth R. Brown told his hearers: 
“the Christian principle for today must be 
pacifism.” 


EALING (London): About 150 people heard 
the pacifist point of view at an open air meet- 
ing at Ealing Green. Speakers from the Peace 
Pledge Union and the Methodist Peace Fellow- 
ship addressed the meeting which was preceded 
by a poster parade. 


LOUGHBOROUGH: Following the Area 
Conference of the Peace Pledge Union at 
Derby recently, some conference members took 


3d. per word, PERSONAL 
Please 
only bope for peace. Wonderful 


Address | Meziddo Mussiou, Dept. 7. 


ELIJAH COMING before Chriat. 


Rochester, NY. 
INTRODUCTIONS 10 new frieads ; 


BURY’S H-BOMB CAMPAIGN MAP 
Black: extinction. Shaded: devastation. 


up peace posters and paraded through the 
town. 


BURY: A leaflet prepared by Mr. Colin 
Hindley, former Liberal candidate for Bury, 
entitled “ The Hydrogen Bomb—People Who 
Live in Glass Houses,” and showing the esti- 
mated effects of H-bombs dropped in various 
parts of Lancashire, is being distributed by the 
local committee of the Hydrogen Bomb- 
National Campaign. The committee reports 
receiving 1,600 signatures for the H-bomb 
petition. It is striving for 10,000 signatures. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS: Cash with order, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
don't send stamps in payment, except for odd 
Dence. Maximum length 60 words. 
for Box No. replics: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 


FIRST-CLASS — duplicating/typing. Mabel 
Byles Secretarial Service, 395 Hornsey Rd., 
N.19. ARC 1705. Hat. 1. 

MAN (37) seeks outdoor job, Birmingham 
areca, Collecting or similar work. Altoft, 23 


World's 
book free. 


home 


Meet Charing Cross, Platform I, 10.15, Bring 


food. 12 miles. Central London Group. 
Sunday, August 15 
GLASGOW: 8 p.m.; Queens Pk. Gate. 


Open-air mtg. PPU. 
HYDE PARK: 7-9.3@ D.m.; Pacis Youth 
Action speakers. Every Sunday. PYAG. 


Tuesday, August 17 
MANCHESTER + 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 


Wednesday, August 18 


NOTTINGHAM : 1,15 p.m.; Open-air mtg. 
Old Market Sq. Rev. Donald Pipe amd others. 
FoR, PPU. 


Thursday, August 19 
LEYTONSTONE s 8 p.m.; Friends Mig. Ho., 
Bush Rd., Arthur Bruning, ‘“‘ The War Re- 
sister’a Alternative to War."' PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1 8 1.15-1.45 g.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 
LONDON, W.C.11 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Bndsieigh Se. Meeting of Pacifiot 
Youth Action Group. Bvery Thursday, PYAG. 


Sunday, August 22 
GLASGOW: 8 p.m; Queens Pk. Gate. 
Open-air mtg. PPU, 
HYDE PARK : 6 p.m.; Pacifia Youth Action 
speakers. Rvery Sunday. PYAQ. 


Tuesday, August 24 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and ethers. MPP. 


Wednesday, August 25 
NOTTINGHAM: 1.15 p.m.; Open-air mig. 


Old Market Sq. Rev. Donald Pipe and others. 
FoR, PPU. 


Thursday, August 26 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd., Group discussion. PPU. 


funch-hour Service of Interceasion for World 


Peace. Conducted by clergy and laymen of 


different denominations. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. 
Youth Action Group. Every Thursday. PYAG. 


Sunday, August 29 


LONDON, N.W.111 
School, North Bnd Rd, London Area garden 
party. PPU. 


Saturday, September 4 


LONDON, W.C.21 * Renounce 
bomb "" rally, 
band assemble at Endsleigh St., Huston. 3 p.m. 
Meeting in Trafalgar Square: Emrys Hughes, 
MP, Victor Yates, MP, Jobn Hoyland and 
others. Chair Sybil Morrison. 5 p.m, Peace 
Exhibition, Bookstall and Buffet in Friends 
Meeting House, St. Martins Lane, followed by 
** Any Questions " session, 7 p.m. FPC, FoR, 
PPU, APF, MPCC. 
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Postal Subscription Rates 
Great Briteia and Abroad (Sea Mal) 1 
Twelve wks, 5s; 24 wks. 105.; Ome yr. 21s. 
TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW 
READERS ¢ 


Home or Abroad : 2s. 6d. for nine weeks 
AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
India, Afrien, Near Hast : 

Twelve wks. 88.; 24 wks. 16a; One yr. 34s. 
Australia, New Zealand and Far Kast ; 
Twelve wks. 98.; 24 wks. 188.; One yr. 38s. 
AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and all parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Office, c/o American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. (mailed om publication day) 

S4 year. $2 alx months. 

New readera: 3 month trial, $1. 


Meeting of Pacifist 


1.45 p.m. Marchers and pipe 


Rd., N.4. 


LATEST TIME tor copy: Monday morning 
before publication. 


MEETINGS 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. Every 
Tuesday. 7.30 p.m. Royal Literary and 


3 p.m.; King Alfred , Scientifie Institute. 18 Queem Square, Bath. 


All welcome. 


KING'S WEIGH House Chorch, Duke St, 
or. Bond St. Tube. Sunday at 6.30 p.m. The 
Gospel of Peace. Rev, Claud M. Coltman, 
MA, RB.Litt. 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 
HOMELY ACCOMMODATION ana folly 
guod food to visitora and permanent quests. 
Soee ae 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


NEWS 


PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
to me weekly 


BURST Sco prion a serge ARN Rca a ARP EE em 
(Newsagent’s name) 
AAIOSS........cseevccree.scnovenesccasensspescacercesversoes 
Nete te Newsgest—PEACE NEWS is 


published weekly as a national newspaper at 
the retail price of 4d. It is ebtainable by 
your wholesaler at the sanal rates from the 
Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Rd., Londoa, N.4. 


and overseas. V.C.C., 34 Honeyweil, London, 
S.W.1L. 

NATURE CURE Health Centre. Blunham 
House, Uedfordshire. Apply to the Secretary 
tor particulars. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and und umaged air 
mail covers, Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hill Park, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


LITERATURE 

NO DEFENCE? (Ronald Mallore; “* Folly 
of Politics ** (Patrick Richards) ; ‘* Women and 
Children First ** (Moira Knight ; “‘ Every Time 
you Kill" (Veronica Maddingley) ; ** America 
and Britain’® (Stephen Parnell); ‘' Beauty 
Endures " (Byron Ireland); ** A Better Remedy 
for Evil": ‘‘ Aussies, Springboks and Paki- 
stanis *’ (‘‘ Opening Bat "') ; ** The Boat Race ™ 
(R. H. Johnston); “‘ Chaucer ta Huxley"; 
Poem (Malcolm Tattersall), Reports on books, 
films, plays, cricket in ‘“‘ un-Common Sense " 
(9d, post 14d.) 141 Woolacombe Rd., Black- 
heath, S.E.3. 

QUAKRERISM. Information an! literature 
fe«pecting the Feith and Practice of the Rell- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends" Home Service Conamittee, 
Priends’ Hoose, Euston Rd., Londcn. 

STOMACHS TO SPARE by Roy Bridger, is 
one of many intriguing articles of interest to 
anyone with a stomach. If you are young you 
need to know what to put into it, if you are 
old you'll need to repair it. In either case 
Wholefood, now incorporated with The Farmer, 
is the answer. 2s. 6d. a copy; 10s. a year, 
Dost free. Edited by Newman Turner, from 
Feme Farm (P), Shaftesbury, Dorset. 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The only, and 
best informed, TU newspaper. Trade union 
and political news; Railway problems and 
working conditions featured in every issue. 
Every Friday, 12 pages. price 3d. 

VOICE OF THER WORLD CITIZEN. 2d. 
per month or 3a, 6d. per annum, post free. 
From Crusade for World Government, 20 
Ruckingham St., London, W.C.2. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

ALTERATIONS, CONVERSIONS, Repairs 
and all types of building work efficiently carried 
out by Parsons and Co., 323 Kennington Rd., 
S.B.11. REL 1421 for immediate attention. 


Mill Farm Rd., Harborne, Birmingham, 17. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


PEACB NEWS office has vacancy for assis- 
tant in publishing dept. Full time junior pre- 
ferred ; typing, duplicating, dispatch work, ctc. 
Picase write details of experience to Manager, 
Frace News Ltd., 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 


4. 

TWO SCHOOLS for maladjusted boys re- 
quire: two housemouhers, genera! duties, salary 
£5 per week ; two qualified teachers, salary £6 
per week. Posts are resident, no deductions 
from salary. One school situated in country, 
the other thirty miles from London. Box 574. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


MUSIC LOVERS not on mains, High fidelity 
cossor battery radiogram. (78), Lightweight 
Marconi pick-up, new. Economical. Miller, 
Tylehurst, Forest Row, Sussex. 


HOLIDAYS 


AFTER CAPACITY BOOKINGS | since 
March, including many recommendations and 
repeat visits, we have a few September 
vacancies, 54-74 gms. October usually becomes 
fully booked ; vacancies still available for all 
floors, from $5 gns. upwards. Informative 
brochures free. Prices include extras, i.e., early 
tea, gratuities, heated bedroom if weather cool. 
Used by vegetarians, References gladly. 
Normanhurst P/Hotel. Seafront. St. Leonarda, 
Sussex. Mild sheltered climate. Medically com- 
mended tor fate and winter holidays (open 
every day of year; central heating throughout). 
oa position on Promenade. Phone Hastings 


BRYN TANAT. Comfortable country house 
in Welsh border area, 7 miles from Oswestry, 
H & C and radiators most bedrooms, comfort- 
able beds. Good Ubrary, radio/television 
available. Three lounges. Vegctarian catering 
only. Mrs. Highfield, Llansantifraid, Mont., 


WHATEVER THE WEATHER you can be 
sure of a happy holiday at ‘‘ The Briars “ 
Vegetarian Guest House, Crich, Matlock. Write 
for particulars, or phone AMBERGATE 44. 
Ronald and Marguerite Heymans, 
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‘EUROPE MUST BE INDEPENDENT’ 
—Muste on Third Camp 


and for a sane society in which peace is pos- 
sible, revolutionary changes are required. 


The Third Camp is not therefore an elemen- 
tary and intuitive neutralism with no positive 
attitude to the evils that create the conflict. 
Mere neutralism is bound ultimately to be 
orientated to one side or the other, or to face 
a deterioration of morale and be crushed 
between the two blocs. 

The Third Camp conception is an appeal 
to a certain attitude to life. There are never- 
theless certain peoples of the world who are 
forced by their circumstances to look in the 
direction of the Third Camp. These exist in 
Western Europe, Asia and Atrica, and increas- 
ingly in the countries of Latin America. They 
are characterised by the fact that they are 
nations that have experienced the ravages of 
war, or that they are under-developed coun- 
tries, or both. 


DANGERS TO BE AVOIDED 


One of the chief needs in the formulation of 
Third Camp policy is to understand the danger 
that in an attempt to evade hard decisions 
peoples will turn to federalist, neutralist and 
other roads which may scem to be Third Camp 
but are not. 


Regarding the matter from the standpoint of 
Western Europe there were two main prob- 
lems: economic independence of the US for 
Western Europe and the problem of non- 
violence. 

On the first of these issues there was a 
possible need for meaures of austerity. Inde- 
pendence did not, of course, mean a refusal 
to trade but genuine economic independence. 
It must be borne in mind that although 
independence was not to be had without 
sacrifice there was equally a price to be paid 
for dependence. The US regime does not give 
dollars for nothing. The price of dependence 
was twofold. 


A Europe that was dependent on America 
would have to be part of the US war-order ; 
and secondly, such a Europe would not be 
able to solve its economic problems in its own 
way; it would have to be capitalist. 


This had already been demonstrated in the 
postwar period of Labour government in 
Great Britain, and the lecturer recommended 
the reading of the pamphlet by G. D. H. 
Cole : “Is this Socialism ? ” 


The problem of working out a_ viable 
economy for peoples associatel in a Third 
Camp should not be insuperable. The peoples 
independently associated should be able to 
supply each other with the necessary primary 
products ; there would be the resources released 
through freedom from the present burden of 
armaments; and even if there were the need 
for sacrifice, when people were working for 
the realisation of a positive vision they found 
it easy to face necessary sacrifice. 


In a revolutionary period there is no apathy 
such as the peoples experience today. 


NON-VIOLENCE 


In dealing with the problem of non-violence 
the lecturer said that he was not approaching 
the matter in a personal sense, as from the 
standpoint of personal pacifism. 


For peoples united in the Third Camp the 
problem of non-violence involved the aban- 
donment of any conception of power politics. 
There was an illusion that military prepara- 
tion for Western Europe gave some kind of 
military security. 

The argument was that if a power vacuum 
were left in Europe Russia would flow into 
it; this argument was founded on the inconse- 
quential assumption that Western Europe can 
find security on a military basis. This was a 
complete illusion. As a military entity Western 
Europe would provide a degree of military 
power that would be coveted by both Russia 
and the US, and they would each be ready to 
destroy a militarily equipped Western Europe 
to prevent it from getting into the hands of 
the other. 

If Western Europe were, however, to adopt a 
new creative way of life it would have a pro- 
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found effect on the two power blocs. It would 
have a great effect in the Eastern bloc in the 
encouragement of those trends which had 
found expression last year in East Germany 
when men demonstrated their desire for free- 
dom by the breaking of their arms. Any 
attempt, on the other hand, to destroy Com- 
munism by military means would only have 
the effect of making it more rigid. 

It would also have a great effect in America. 
The world heard most about America today 
with reference to the terrible things that 
America has power to do to the world. There 
was the other America, however, that looked 
to Europe to make it possible for it to find 
expression. 

It was necessary to realise that there was 
literally no political “ Left” in America today, 
in the European sense. The Trade Unions 
even had ceased to be instruments of criticism 
and protest. 

If an American regime were to proceed to 
the destruction of West European industry as 
a protective method in war, the unions would 
support it. 

If Western Europe were to proceed on non- 
violent reconstruction it would have the effect 
of reviving the idealistic traditions in the 
United States. They must not look to the 
United States for leadership however. If the 
peoples of Western Europe were not prepared 
to accept the responsibility for leadership they 
would be pronouncing doom upon themselves 
and upon the people of the United States too ; 
but if they could show the way to a new 
creative non-violent revolutionary approach 
they would offer a hope of saving themselves 
and the American people also. 


Russians in London 


() From page one 


team acting as hosts but were not at the air- 
port are. 

Mary Protheroe, 25, and John Woods, 23, 
members of the recent youth delegation to 
China; Sheila Calam, Family Service Unit 
worker of Sheffield ; Harry Ireland, 29, Youth 
Worker, Sheffield ; Keith Wedmore, 23, Cam- 
bridge graduate. 

Frank Lees, John Woods and Keith Wed- 
more are all conscientious objectors. Keith 
Wedmore, former National Service officer, was 
court-martialled after he had come to the con- 
clusion that he could no longer serve in the 
armed forces. 
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Road to 


When we talk about the most hopeful road to Peace... 


SYBIL MORRISON 


the abyss 


it is no good pretending 


that it is anything but a longish way off. Meanwhile we have made the first real 
step towards it by the introduction of the atomic and the hydrogen bombs into the 
world’s armouries. As Sir Winston has said, ‘It is to the universality of potential 
destruction that we may look with hope and even with confidence.” 

—Air Marshall Sir John Slessor, Picture Post, August 7, 1954. 


Peace on earth to the Christian is not a forlorn hope, it is a foregone conclusion. 
It will come when man brings himself into harmony with God. 
—Rev. Donald Soper, Picture Post, August 7, 1954. 


PICTURE POST is, f understand, a 

widely read periodical, and it is, 
therefore, something for which to be grate- 
ful that in its series of articles on “ The 
Most Hopeful Road To Peace” there is 
included the Christian Pacifist advocacy of 
Donald Soper as well as the H-bomb 
advocacy of Sir John Slessor. 

Sir John Slessor is not the only one in the 
hierarchy of the Western world who has set 
out to persuade its citizens that evil is the way 
to good, yet the very attempt to do so is in 
itself a terrible defeat for all the good qualities 
it so boastfully declares it represents. 

It is not so very long ago that Sir Winston 
Churchill was pleading with the USA never to 
give up atomic weapons, on the grounds that 
as the West possessed them and the East did 
not their possession would be a deterrent 
against aggression. 

Nor is it so long ago that the road to peace 
by way of “ negotiation through strength ” was 


BRIEFLY .. . 


The Society for International Cultural Inter- 
course, Osaka University of Foreign Studies, 
Takatsuki, Osaka, Japan, has issued the state- 
ments of three Japanese organisations calling 
for the prohibition of mass-destruction 
weapons. 


Among the motions down for the twenty-cighth 
annual conference of the London Co-opera- 
tive Party are ones attacking the H-bomb, 
calling for the removal of all US forces from 
Britain, opposing conscription and urging 
self-government for the colonies. 


In the summer number of The Plough, organ of 
the Bruderhof Communities there is news of 
the development of new communities in 
North America, articles on Nietszche and 
Christianity, and “the Economy of Sur- 
render.” 


AMERICANS REMEMBER HIROSHIMA 


Ex-officer’s ** guilt ” 


From page one 


cities and mentioning the H-bomb tests, the 
message says: 

“We want to tell you that there are 
Americans who are deeply filled with shame 
and horror by these acts.” 

The message goes on: 

“—t is our conviction that there is no solu- 
tion to a world threatened Literally with 
annihilation by supporting in any way cither 
of the power-blocs—American or Russian. 
Both of these in some degree practice undemo- 
cratic rule, exploitation of one class or nation 
for the benefit of another, the control and 
manipulation of people, the use of modern 
war, the building and stockpiling for future use 
of atomic and hydrogen bombs, participation 
in an arms race which can only end if con- 
tinued in a Third World War which would 
make the destruction at Hiroshima and Naga- 
saki look like the work of firecrackers. 

“Tt is only by pursuing a third way that we 

can truly express our sorrow for what has 
happened in the past. We, with Gandhi, are 
convinced that: 
“*There is no escape from the impending 
doom save through a bold and unconditional 
acceptance of the non-violent method with all 
its glorious implications. Democracy and 
violence go ill together. The States that are 
nominally democratic have cither to become 
frankly totalitarian or, if they are to become 
truly democratic, they must become courage- 
ously non-violent.’ 


Irish unite on H-bomb 


*% From Page One 


and how this could be remedied by the curtail- 
ment of armament expenditure. 

In seconding a resolution calling for a meet- 
ing of the powers to prohibit the use and 
manufacture of nuclear weapons with inter- 
national supervision, it was left to William 
Boyd to stress the logicality of the pacifist 
point of view. 

As a member of the Methodist Church and 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation he believed 
there was no cause which gave us the right to 
go to war, and to take life whether by atomic 
weapon or rifle bullet. 

“I believe in the way of non-violence and 
brotherhood of all mankind” he continued, 
He felt that there was something stirring in 

the hall that night that gave him renewed faith 
in his conviction that the ordinary people of 
the world could effectively impose their will to 
peace on the world. 

It was interesting to note that in the face 
of this common peril, Irishmen, Protestants and 
Catholic, pro- and anti-partitionists, from both 
sides of the border where united on one plat- 
form. 

As was stressed in the mecting fear is not a 
good master ; perhaps the pacifist literature and 
copies of Peace News distributed to all 
may canalize this into more effort for con- 
structive peace making. 

The organising committee intend planning 
more meetings in the future. 


“In the kind of world in which we live, 
this means that in addition to trying to apply 
this in our own lives, we must become non- 
violent revolutionaries, opposing war, totalit- 
arianism, and injustice and dedicated to the 
building of a third way of love, non-violent 
resistance, justice and freedom.” 

The demonstration was reported in 
British notional press. 


His day of atonement 


J THIRTY-YEAR-OLD  ex-naval _ officer 
+*™ made front page news with his declaration 
that he would walk through his home town of 
Great Barrington (Mass) on Saturday, August 
7, in a “personal proclamation of guilt” for 
the atomic bombing of Japan and the US H- 
bomb tests. 

Hollis J. Wyman Jr., a Harvard graduate, 
said he is guilty of “burning his fellow 
human beings, first as a naval officer in 
Japanese waters, and secondly as a United 
States citizen during the H-bomb tests.” 

He is a member of the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation. He said he chose Saturday for his 
day of “atonement” because it falls between 
the anniversaries of the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki bombings. 

A graduate of Newton High School and 
Harvard College, Wyman has spent two years 
doing rehabilitation work for the American 
Friends Service Committee in France and 
Germany. He was instrumental in building a 
“peace village’ near Nuremberg, Germany. 
The village is a work camp where young 
people of many nationalities are building 
houses and community centre facilities for 500 
refugee children. } 

Wyman said the day of atonement was his 
own idea and was not sponsored by any 
organisation. He is married and has two 
children. 


IF THERE’S A GERMAN CALL-UP 
Recognise COs—=MPs 


GEVERAL British MPs have written to the 

leader of the German Social Democratic 
Party outlining the provisions made for con- 
scientious objectors in Britain. 

This has been done in view of the possibility 
that military conscription may be introduced 
in West Germany. The British MPs are con- 
cerned to see that if that did become the case, 
provision would be made for young Germans 
to be registered as conscientious objectors. 

The letter concludes by stating that the legal 
provisions for COs which it describes “ have 
the approval of all parties in the British House 
of Commons, and we should like to express the 
hope that equally liberal provision will be 
made in Germany.” 

The signatories to the letters are 


the 


A. Fenner Brockway, The Rt. Hon. J. 
Harold Wilson, Tom Driberg, Charles R. 
Hobson. 


Anthony Greenwood, Julian Snow, George 
Thomas, George Craddock. 

Victor F. Yates, Eric Fernyhough, Jas. H. 
Hudson. 


equally strongly advocated by the Western 
Powers. 


It was mainly because of these policies that 
the Soviet Union entered into the armaments 
race. It has been frequently pointed out in 
these columns that such statements were a 
challenge to Russia to compete, and now that 
competition has brought us to the position 
where there is no hope to offer, apparently, 
but the hope that sheer terror will prevent 
people from using the weapons in which they 
had put their whole faith. 


Now, it appears, peace must depend upon 
the flimsy support of the most unpredictable 
of all human emotions—fear. As we hang by 
this thread over the perilous abyss we are 
exhorted to look into the pit of terror with 
“hope and even with confidence ”! 


We are to depend, it seems, upon the posses- 
sion of hideously evil means for spreading 
disease and corruption, for mutilating, blind- 
ing and destroying most of human life, and are 
to view this with complacency as the “ first real 
step towards peace. 


If such things were written in fiction, or 
shown in a film or on the stage, they could 
only be said and pictured as the words and 
aes of people gone mad in their lust for 
evil. 


* 


The defeat of Russia is Sir John Slessor’s 
main concern. He even goes so far as to say 
that the “defeat of Russia would be certain 
in a hydrogen bomb war,” having prefaced 
that remark with the statement that it is 
“wishful thinking to imagine that another 
world war could be fought without the use of 
these terrible weapons.” 


In spite of his quotation from Churchill, 
who after all does at least admit the possibility 
of total annihilation, he fails to see that if 
Russia is to be defeated by the use of the H- 
bomb, then his purpose for peace is also 
defeated. Universal destruction is a heavy 
price to pay for a fruitless victory. 


Whether these arguments are based on, to 
say the least of it, blind self-deception, or to 
say the worst of it, criminal insanity, the out- 
come if they are followed to their logical 
conclusion will be the same: the end of the 
human race and the world as we know it. 

If ever there was a forlorn hope, Churchill’s 
and Slessor’s “ hopeful road to peace” must 
surely take precedence of all others. Donald 
Soper’s shining faith that peace on earth to 
a Christian is no forlorn hope but an absolute 
certainty is one that has for its basis a sure 
belief that good must prevail. 

Those who put their faith in fear as a means 
to an end are already losing, for more and more 
people are moving towards the pacifist posi- 
tion, not because they are pacifists yet, but 
because commonsense tells them that it is time, 
and more than time, to “agree with thine 
adversary quickly.” 

First we must be reconciled to the concep- 
tion of peaceful co-existence, and then we can 
take the first step forward, away from the 
abyss, to the safe ground of war renunciation. 


CONSTANCE GIBBS 


Peace News reported briefly last week 
the death of Constance Gibbs, part-time 
member of Peace News Staff. SYBIL 
MORRISON writes: 


qT was on Tower Hill nearly 14 years ago 

that I first saw Constance Gibbs, then— 
before her marriage—Constance Price, carrying 
a Peace News poster and a bundle of Peace 
News for sale. 

Monday after Monday she sacrificed her 
lunch hour, and her lunch, to support me as 
I spoke from the wall; week after week she 
not only sold Peace News but offered me 
encouragement and understanding. 

To Constance my answers to hecklers were 
always the right answers, my speech always a 
good one! To me Constance was everything 
that an open-air speaker could ever desire—a 
prop and a stay, and a friend. 

She was active too in the City Group which 
met in St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street on 
Fridays at lunch time, and kept the torch of 
pacifism blazing away during those dark days 
of bombs and flying bombs over London. 

After her marriage she left her city office, 
but for seven years she has been to the Peace 
News staff what she was to me in those great 
campaigning days. Always ready with the kind 
encouraging word, the much needed cup of tea, 
the willing offer to undertake an awkward job ; 
and anything she undertook was competently 
and expertly done. 

We cannot replace her ; we can only be glad 
that we knew her, and remember her with 
friendship and gratitude. 


W. E. HAILSTONE 


PACIFISTS in the Tonbridge area of Kent 
have lost a staunch supporter, in his 82nd 
year, with the death of W. E. Hailstone, one 
time President of the Tonbridge Peace Pledge 
Union. 
He came to the village of Hadlow, where 
he died, in 1901. 
“He was a fine man, most gentle and 
sincere,” writes Henry V. Wood, the Peace 
Pledge Union Contact Member for Tonbridge. 


